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Nos venerem tutam conceſſaque furta canemus, 


Inque meo nullum carmine crimen erit. 
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MODEST APOLOGY 
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PREVAILING PRACTICE 
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T is ſomewhat remarkable, that tho' 
I the practice of Adultery has ſo long 


obtained in all ages, and in all countries, 
where marriage has received the ſanc- 
B 7 tion 


1 


tion of law, no one has ever undertaken 


« rational eſſay in its defence, or endea- 


voured to ſtem the oppoſition raiſed a- 
gainſt it by politic ſtateſmen and prieſts, 
who, being generally ſelected from the 
elders of the people, are more apprehen- 
ſive of the conſequences which may re- 
ſult from the encouragement of this ſup- 
poſed vice, and have therefore decreed the 
moſt ſtrict and rigorous puniſhment againſt 
its commiſſion. To confirm the above 
remark, we may, in general, obſerve, that 
the averſion expreſſed towards this of- 
fence, has been proportioned to the age 
and conſtitution of the Lawgiver him- 
ſelf; and that David, and perhaps a hun- 
dred other young monarchs, uſed to tranſ- 
fer the load of guilt from themſelves 
and their paramours, to the impotent 
huſband, and ſubjected him alone to its 
conſequences. Its antiquity is undoubt- 

ed. 


135 
ed, and can be derived from times ſo re- 
markable for their purity and innocence, 
as to be called the ſilver age. 


Viderunt primos Argentea ſecula Machos. 


Juv. 


And the inhabitants of the newly diſ- 


1 
covered world, who are as yet undebauch- # 
; 6 . 
ed by any other commerce, admit, how- | | 
* DRYDEN, in the beginning of his Abſalom and b 


Achitophel, has expreſſed himſelf with ſo much ener- 
ey, that I cannot forbear inſerting the lines. 


In pious times, ere Prieſtcraft did begin, 

Before Polygamy was made a fin ; 

When man on many multiply'd his kind, 

Ere one to one was curſedly confin'd 

When nature prompted, and no law deny'd, 
Promiſcuous uſe of concubine and bride ; 

Then Iſrael's monarch, after heaven's own heart, 
His vigorous warmth did variouſly impart, 

To wives and ſlaves, and wide as his command, 
Scattered his Maker's image thro” the land. 


B 2 ever, 
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ever, this liberal one between the ſexes ; 


and following the warm impulſe of Na- 
ture, bid defiance to a prieſt who, in Eu- 
rope, couples like Mezentius *, the living 
with the dead, and damns without re- 
morſe the ſprightly fifteen to the nauſeous 


dalliance of inanimate threeſcore. At 
preſent this ſpecies of entertainment is 


happily become ſo faſhionable, as not to 
require a very laboured defence; and the 
Eſſay before us is merely undertaken for 
the benefit of ignorant youths, whoſe con- 
tracted education at our Engliſh ſchools 


and univerſities, has not permitted them | 


to imbibe thoſe principles of intrigue, 
which are only to be acquired by foreign 


* Mortua quin etiam jungebat corpora vivis 
Componens manibuſque manus, atque oribus ora, 
Tormenti genus; & ſanie, taborque fluentis | 
Complexu in miſero, longa ſic morte necabat. 
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travel, or an hoſpitable reception of foreign 


reſidents. I muſt confeſs, that the con- 


| ſcientious conviction of the good motives 
which induced me to venture upon this 
work, will be an adequate compenſation 


for whatever reception it may meet avith 
from the world ; nor, like the Harlot in 
holy writ, ſhall I betray ſo much anxiety 


at the diſſection of my innocent offspring 


before the tribunal of criticks (who, tho? . 


not quite ſo wiſe, are perhaps more abſo- 


lute than Solomon) as ever to diſcover its 
real parent. And here let me admoniſh 
the Coterie, who, ſince the ſeaſon for 


maſquerades, are ſuppoſed to pique them- 


ſelves on monopolizing this amuſement, 


that they promote an expeditious ſale of 


the following ſheets, however needleſs they 


may deem it among their own members, 


leſt deferar in vicum vendentem thus ef 


odores, and teach Mrs, Deputy to rival a 


dutch- 


101 


dutcheſs in the luxury and extent of her 
enjoyments. Having premiſed ſo far in 


behalf of myſelf and the publiſher, I ſhall 
proceed to affirm, that every principle of 
"reaſon, morality and religion (for it is the 
faſhion to conſider them as diſtin) coin- 
cides with my ſentiments on this ſubject, 


and on theſe foundations I * to build 


my argument. 

No one, who is in the leaſt degree ac- 
quainted with human nature, will diſpute 
the trite remark, that a ſuperior pleaſure 


reſults from every prohibited enjoyment. 


The ſpirit of oppoſition is the charac- 
teriſtic of human nature, which is Mill 


the ſame, and is actuated by the ſame im- 
pulſe in every circumſtance of life. The 
ſchool-boy feels a peculiar ſatisfaction in 
traverſing beyond the limits of the territo- 


ry eo him, and the moſt trifling 
amuſe- 


* ** 


ut 1 


amuſements become the ſummit of hap- 


pineſs, if inconſiſtent with the rules of his 


ſchool. How then can the cloying ſcenes 


of matrimonial pleaſure be compared with 


| thoſe extatick tranſports, which prohibi- 


tion has rendered inſeparate from adultery. 


Can two perſons of different diſpoſitions 
unnaturally united, perhaps by the com- 


pulſion of a capricious parent, afford to 
each other thoſe real delights which ariſe 


from a concurrence of ſentiment, directed 
only to the attainment of reciprocal plea- 
ſure? Surely, no; ſince the repreſentative 


of her whole ſex fled from the embraces 
of a man little inferior to the angels, and 
found charms in the devil himſelf, becauſe 


he was not her huſband. Is it to be ſup= 


poſed, that the marriage ceremony, mum- 
bled over like the incantations of a wiz- 
zard, can prove of equal efficacy with the 

ſorce- 


12 


ſorceries of old, by reſtoring an æſon to 


youth, or infuſing life and motion to a 


ſtatue? I ſhall no longer dwell on this ar- 
gument, which is alone ſufficient to prove 
the inſtitution of marriage inadequate to 

the end propoſed, but ſhall next appeal to 
the evidence of holy writ, which, though 


rejected by the polite world, may per- 


haps have ſome weight with my country 
readers, whoſe ſtrength of conſtitution, 
and tenderneſs of conſcience, ſubjects them 
to a heavier penance than beaux and athe- 


iſts, under the preſent unequal diſpenſation. 


Thoſe early and expreſs commands of the 
Deity, <* Encreaſe and multiply,” are by no 
means extravagant, though from this abſurd 
and ill placed reſtriction, they are 1n part 
at leaſt, if not entirely defeated. I ſhall 
not enlarge on the particulars of this ar- 
gument, as I would willin gly ſuppoſe, ſome 
9 of 


L 
wes AT. TE Xo . T ˙ w ²˙˙ . . oa i ],! 
5 * 


0 13] 


of my candid readers ſtill retain the excel- 
lent precepts of that divine book im- 
printed on their memories by nurſes; 
(though for the moſt part abandoned 
before the firſt climacterick) and let thoſe 


atheiſts, who conſider the noble truths 


of ſcripture merely as maxims of policy, 


or a ſubject for licentious ridicule ; let 
theſe, I fay, remain in the dreary ſtate of 
continence and ſolitude, nor taſte the [YE 
of this world in the company of ſaints, 


from whoſe ſociety and pleaſures they will 
be debarred in the text. Had David con- 


fined his deſires to adultery alone, I truſt 


he had never offended his God; but by a 


regular attention to the duties of his vo- 


cation, might have made ſome reparation 


for the number of his citizens, whom he 


ſacrificed in war; and perhaps in the courſe 


of a few years, have literally deſerved the 


boaſted Roman title of Pater Patri. Foc= 
-C titude 
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titude is univerſally allowed to be the moſt 


ſhining virtue imprinted on the breaſt of 


man; let me aſk my impartial readers, 


under what circumſtances does it diſplay 
its active or paſſive qualities in a more con- 


ſpicuous light. How often, like the Spar- 
tan youth, is the man of pleaſure, after 
concealing his neighbour's property in his 
boſom, content to ſuffer death itſelf ra- 


ther than betray it? If this is allowed to 


be an inſtance of ſuperior heroiſm by Plu- 


tarch and others in the Spartan, why ſhould 


it be denied in Altieri, and other leſs ſuc- 


ceſsful adulterers? The hazards and pe- 


nalties to which the advocates in this glo- 


rious cauſe are expoſed to for the fake of 


population, and of their country, are ve- 
ry copiouſly deſcribed by two excellent 


Latin writers. 


NMecat 
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a Necat hic ferro, ſecat ille cruentis 
Verberibus, quoſdam machos & mugilis 
untrat. 
Juv. 


And Horace extends his deſcription. 


Hic ſe pracipitem teclo dedit, ille flagellis 
Ad mortem Caſus : fugiens hic decidit acrem q 
Preadonum in turbam : dedit hic pro corpore i 

nummos. _ | 
unc perminxerunt Calones : quin etiam illud 
| Accidit ; ut cuidam teſtes, Caudamque ſa- 


Jacen 


(«| 


Demeteret ferrum. 
Hor. Sat. 11. Lib. 1. 


Go ater oa! 


Whether, indeed, this ſpecies of patri- 
otiſm may not be of more advantage to 


our deſolate colonies, than to the mother 
C3 z coun- 


MM © 

country, unleſs, like Saturn, we could 
live on our own offspring, is perhaps a 
queſtion deſerving the attention of the le- 
giſlature in this preſent dearth of proviſi- 
ons. A cornucopia, which may as fairly 
be interpreted a plenty of horns, as a horn 
of plenty, was the boaſted emblem of the 
Grecian and Roman deities, though the 
painters of Athens and Rome ſtill pa- 
tronized the vulgar error, by the figure 
of a bull's horn crowned with chaplets. 
I have read of ſome nations, whoſe 
piieſts ſo warmly pleaded the holineſs 
and legality of this communion, that the 
firſt fruits of it were claimed by them 
on the marriage night, as the. moſt ac- 
ceptable offering to their deities. The 
Spartans, who were confeſſedly the molt 
virtuous nation in Greece, openly encou- 
raged this matrimonial freedom. In Italy 

and 


E 


and at Vienna, it is as avowedly permitted 
at the preſent moment; and here I cannot 


paſs over the liberal and refined hoſpitali- 


ty of 


have ſubmitted their wives and daughters 


to the inhabitants of every ſoil, and from 


the glowing Indian to the finical Gaul, 
have left them to ſelect a ciciſbeo, the beſt 


adapted to pleaſure and procreation. The 


good conſequences which I propoſe to 


mankind from the following ſheets, will 
not be confined to any particular climate 
or conſtitution ; like the great Miſaubin, 


TI conſider myſelf a citizen of the world, 


Homo ſum, nibil humani a me alienum puto, 
national diſtinctions will, by theſe means, 
gradually ſubſide, we thall no longer hear 
of the Auſtrian lip, the Roman noſe, the 


gouty Engliſhman, or the infectious Scot. 


Unus 


and - — who, like 
the Pagellians mentioned in Prior's Alma, 


2 
we 
4 
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Unus erit toto naturæ vultus in orbe; and on 
an intended viſit from France, if their 
huſbands are as unprepared as on a late oc- 
caſion for war, the Britiſh ladies may hold 
out to the invaders their common offspring, 
and rival the Sabine dames in the Preſer- 
vation of their country. 

To return to the evidence of ſcripture, 
I muſt not omit a precept which is there 
very forcibly enjoined, © Love your neigh- 
bour as yourſelf,” Is it not therefore 
confiſtent with religion, to aſſiſt him in 
this heavenly intercourſe ? Is it not an in- 
dication of the moſt difintereſted bene- 
volence, to work without hire in the vine- 
yard of another, while he is to reap the 
fruits of your labours ? We have, beſides, 
too frequent inſtances of the impotence 


of our youth, and their incapability of 


performing all thoſe connubial obligations 


COMm®e 
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comprized in the whole duty of man; 


and ſhall we ſuffer ſuch lovely plants to re- 


main barren and uncultiyated ? 


Sine auxilio fugiunt bona, carpite 


 florem, 


Qui niſi carptus erit, turpiter ipſe cadit. 


Ovi. 


Every ingenious reader muſt certainly 


admit the juſtice of this aſſertion, that it 


18 an act both of charity and religion, to 
fill the hungry with good things. 


But let us take this matter in a different 
light, and prove the poſitive obligation 
mankind is under towards the ſex. Wo- 
man was originally produced for the plea- 
ſures and happineſs of man, and man was 

form- 
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formed for her protection and ſupport. 


Man is a ſtrong and powerful animal, wo- 
man is Feak, defenceleſs, and naked. 
Woman flies for ſuccour, and ſhelters her- 
ſelf in the boſom of man. It is therefore 
abſolutely incumbent on him, by all the 
ties of nature and humanity, to conceal 


and cover her nakedneſs. 


I come now to the objection alledged | 
againit adulterers, as enemies to ſociety. 
Let us give it a calm and impartial diſ- 
cuſſion. In the firſt place, the large en- 
creaſe of mankind, which univerſal coha- 
bitation muſt naturally promote, 1s an ar- 
gument in our fayour, too obvious to re- 
quire minute deſcription. I ſhall next 
appeal to the general and deſerved deteſ- 
tation, with which every kind of mono- 
poly is regarded by the world; and what 

8 — more 
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more palpable monopoly can exiſt? We 
daily behold nations unite in one common 
cauſe to ſuppreſs the inſolenc of ſome 

ambitious prince, who is endeayouring to 
ſubject a continent to his imperious do- 
minion. An individual, poſſeſſed of any 
advantageous ſecret, and wiſhing to con- 
ceal and monopoliſe it, is univerſally de- 
ſpiſed and deteſted. And can Nature, 
then, ever deſign the faireſt and beſt of 
her works to be ſolely enjoyed but by one 
of her creation. It is impoſſible! It is 
inconſiſtent with the divine arrangement 
of things! Every ſentiment of juſtice re- 
coils at the idea! In ſuch a caſe, | private 
property becomes a peſt and nuiſance to 
ſociety; and all independent and truly 


virtuous men will join to ſuppreſs ſuch 


unnatural regulations. Is it poſſible, 


without emotion, to behold a lady Car—le, 


D : or 
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end, in the Gon. of | 


or a lady T- 
individuals. 


Beauty is Nature's coin, and muſt be 
current. 5 


Heaven, by an exact diſtribution, has, 
in ſome meaſure, placed all its creatures 
ON an equality. That wiſe man, my lord 
Bacon, obſerves (and I believe with infi- 
nite truth) that beauty in man is, for the 


moſt part, attended with a deficiency in 


underſtanding, and mental accompliſh- 
ments; and it 1s an univerſal remark, that 
fools and ideots have, in ſome other re- 
ſpects, the advantage of longer - headed 
men. Woman, whoſe predominant paſ- 
ſions are luſt and vanity, will be eaſily en- | 


trapped by two ſuch bewitching qualifi- 


cations. And if a hot and impetuous 
beauty, influenced by theſe motives, ſhould 


caſt 


ä 231 
caſt herſelf away upon ſome handſome 
ideot, is the reſt of mankind to be eter- 
nally excluded from her embraces? A 
comely figure will generally be preferred, 


whilſt an ill- featured, ſenſible, and vir- 


tuous man, muſt ſit down unregarded and 
contented.Rouze then, ye ſons of free- 
dom, and oppoſe ſuch ſcandalous mono- 
poly ; let not individuals engroſs theſe ex- 
cellencies of the creation. 


Without whoſe ſoft endearments Nature 8 
plan | 

Had been a blank, and life not worth a 
thought. 


— 


But let us rather purſue the example of 


our forefathers, who, unacquainted with 


the impertinence of forms, ſaw no occa- 
fion for the tacking of conjugal ceremo- 
NICs, | 
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Our wiſer fathers left their field anfown, 
Their food was acorns, love their ſole 


em ploy ; ; 


They met, they liked, they ſtayed but till 


alone, 


And in each valley ſnatched the honeſt 
Joy. 


And you, my fair readers, let me en- 
treat you to deſpiſe the idle and capricious 
cant of your antiquated aunts and mo- 
thers, who, envious of your charms, are 
willing to deprive you of thoſe pleaſures 
their age and deformity deny them. 
Stand forth, and aſſert thoſe privileges 


which Nature has given to the world ; and 
believe, that you have competently diſ- 


charged your duty to your ſpouſe, if, when 


engaged in theſe tender myſteries, you 


leave ſome token of your ſituation. A hat 
| or 


[25] 
or ſword, accidentally dropt at your cham- 
' ber-door, is a ſufficient ſignal ; and after 
ſuch an information, ſhould the prying 
ſottiſh coxcomb preſume to thruſt his head 
within the temple of bliſs, let him not 
be ſurpriſed at finding himſelf, like Ac- 
tæon, rewarded with horns for his imper- 
tinent intruſion,—I cannot here omit re- 
commending to the fair, to avoid that 
dangerousſet of men, vulgarly denominated, 
fortune-hunters, who have no particular 
attachment either to the diſpoſition, or 
_ perſon of a woman ; but whoſe ſole atten- 
tion is directed to the eſtate, riches, and 
expectancies of the poor girl, who is ſo 
unlucky as to fall into their ſnares, Of 
theſe we have frequent inſtances amongſt 
every rank of men. The old debauched 
peer, impoveriſhed by riot and extrava- 
gance, entrenched with titles, without a 


ſhilling to ſupport his dignity, is deſirous 


to 
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to recruit a ſhattered fortune, by marry- 
ing his ſon to a wealthy heireſs, and a 
giddy girl allured by the idea of nobfli- 
ty, is eaſily perſuaded into ſuch an 
rent t ſplendid alliance. 


——She flaunts a viſcount's tawdry wife, 


And bears a pox and coronet for life. 


PoPE. 


Thelriſhman has indeed differentcharms 
(tho' perhaps equally efficacious) to entrap 
an unthinking damſel. 


Heav'n has, indeed, deny'd em ſenſe, , 
But gives them legs and impudence; 
That beats all underſtanding. 


' Surely, there can be no crime in aveng- 
ing ſo much deceit and artifice. Nor can 
a union, effected by ſuch iniquitous means, 

Ol - 


B 

be deemed religious and holy. It is, in 
my opinion, an actual want of ſpirit in a 
woman, when ſhe perceives, that lucrative 
motives alone have influenced her ſpouſe in 


his choice, to allow him the quiet poſſeſ- 


| fion of riches, ſo treacherouſly acquired; 
If he enjoys her eſtate, let the world en- 
joy her perſon : and let her not conſider 
it as inconſiſtent with her virtue, ſhould 
ſhe endeavour, by ſome more generous at- 
tachment, to procure an heir to her own 
property, who may be exempt from the 
vices and meanneſs of her huſband, 


The deteſtation with which this race of 
thieves were looked upon by the ancients, 


is ſufficiently evident from their writings, 


Sunt qui mendaci ſpecie graſſantur amoris, 
Perque aditus tales lucra pudenda petunt. 

Nec coma vos fallat liquida nitidiſima nardo 
Nec brevis in rugas cingula preſſa ſuas. 
Nec 
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Nec toga dicipiat flo tenuiſſima, nec fi 

Annulus in digitis alter & alter erit. 
Forfitan ex horum numero cultiſimus ille, 

Fur fit, & uratur veſtis amore tuæ. 
Redde meum | Clamant ſpoliate ſæpe puellæ, 
 Redde meum | toto voce boante foro. - 
His Venus e templis multo radiantibus auro 

Lata videt lites, Appiadeſyue dect. 

Ovip. 


I muſt confeſs, indeed, the youth of 
this preſent age ſeem unanimous in the 
defence of the laws of participation. A 
young man, who has not debauched the 


wives of a dozen aldermen, nor lent his 
mite towards the compoſition of at leaſt 


half the peerage for the next generation, 
would make as deſpicable a figure in a po- 


lite aſſembly, as a prime miniſter amongſt 


| honeſt men; or Capt. Jones between mils 
Ken» 


FE: 
Kennedy and Charlotte Hayes. The ad- 
miſſion to our female ſupporters of this 
glorious cauſe is attended with no difficul- 
"ty; 2 valentine penned to the eye-brow of 
ſome faſhionable toaſt, and a brace of du- 
els, is a ſufficient paſſport to the bed- 
chamber of any woman in London, from 
the haughty dutcheſs, down to the hum- 
ble ſpouſe of a Corniſh member. 


To conclude, as the only objection 
which can be raiſed againſt the above plan 
4s the difficulty of aſcertaining property, 
In the offspring of a handſome wife, and 
determining whoſe image and ſuperſcri p- 
tion it bears. — Publica materies privati juris 
erit, in the huſband, who ſhall be conſider- 
ed as heretofore the undoubted heir to this 
ſpecies of Hereditament in tail; and to ſpeak 
perhaps more intelligibly, the child par- 

E taking 


% % 
taking the nature of freaſure- trouve, ſhall 


1 


belong to the lord, and not the tiller of 


the ſoi . 
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